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Awesome Alumnus Father Jim Zettel
“I was always the ‘religious’ guy in high school, 
so I guess it was no surprise to my friends 
that I went on to pursue a calling to religious 
life,” said Bruce-Grey Catholic District School 
Board Awesome Alumnus, Father Jim Zettel. 

Fr. Jim is a member 
of the order of the 
Salesians of Don 
Bosco (SDB) and 
is currently priest 
coordinator at the 
Salesian Youth 
Ministry in Toronto.

Life began for Fr. Jim in Hanover, Ontario 
where he attended Holy Family School. “My 
dad was a teacher there,” he said.

“Our parish priest was exceptional. He brought 
together the parish and the school.”

As a young student, Fr. Jim enjoyed drama, 
music, was an alter server and a member of 
Scouts Canada.

His love of drama and public speaking 
continued at Walkerton’s Sacred Heart High 
School as did thoughts about a calling to 
religious life. “Two of my teachers there 
‘bookended’ my secondary education and my 
faith: Len Kraemer who was an exceptional 
teacher who taught religion in grade nine 
and was in charge of the pro life club, and 
Terry Green who taught OAC politics and who 
introduced me to the Knights of Columbus.”

Fr. Jim followed that calling to St. Jerome’s 
University where he earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in philosophy in 2003. “I studied the 
philosophy of St. Thomas and met the 
Salesians of Don Bosco, both of which 
confirmed my desire to be a priest and a 
member of a religious order.”

After graduation, he studied in the US, UK, 
Egypt, Israel, and Montreal, through the 
Salesians of Don Bosco. He served as a 
priest at St. Benedict Church for 20 months 

and then was assigned to the Salesian Youth 
Ministry.

“Our job is to encourage young people 
across Canada to be saints through retreats, 
summer programs, after school programs, 
masses, confessions, vocations programs, 
workplace visits, family ministry and programs 
for parents. The Salesian order works with 
millions of students throughout the world,” he 
said.

The youth movement was inspired by Saint 
John Bosco, better known as Don Bosco 
(Don is the Italian word for Father). He lived 
in Turin, Italy at the time of the Industrial 
Revolution. Even before becoming a priest, he 
used to help poor and abandoned boys from 
the streets, educating them to become “good 
Christians and honest citizens”. He used to 
say “Education is a matter of the heart.”

“Young people represent so much potential in 
the world and it is a privilege to journey with 
them,” said Fr. Jim. “Five years from now 
I hope that greater connections are made 
between our youth, families, our schools, 
parishes and youth centres.”

His advice to students and parents ... “Be 
good Catholics, be saints, be happy.”

New staff bring additional expertise 
to St. Mary’s High School athletic, 
physical education programs
Physical education and sports programs at 
Owen Sound’s St. Mary’s High School (SMHS) 
got a boost this semester with the addition 
of two new staff members. Alysha Stroud 
and Adam Jones, both graduates of SMHS, 
bring expertise in cross-country and lacrosse 
respectively.

Alysha attended Bucknell University in 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania on a running 
scholarship where she received a degree in 
computers with minors in creative writing and 
physics. She is teaching mathematics and 
computers at St. Mary’s, while maintaining 
her interest in running as a runner and coach 
in the Meaford Coyote Running Team.

Alysha plans to get involved in sports at 
SMHS, and in particular cross country and 
track.

She also plans to continue her interest in 
writing. “I wrote stories all through high 
school,” she said, “and at university I focused 
on a five-volume series. In late 2012, I 
published the first novel.

“It was self-published,” she said, “and with the 
second volume at the editing stage, I hope to 
find a publisher.”

Her book has Christian themes in the 
background, “and will build more throughout 
the series.”

The photo of Sauble Beach on the cover, she 
adds, was taken by her husband Andrew, also 
a St. Mary’s grad.

Why did she choose SMHS as her first 
teaching assignment? “Because I am a grad 
and the school has a great environment. I 
don’t need to worry about sharing my faith.”

For more information on Alysha, the writer, 
follow the link: www.alyshastroud.com

Adam Jones, an Owen Sound native, is 
teaching science and physical education at 
SMHS. He has played lacrosse since he was 
four years old, and currently plays for the 
Colorado Mammoth of the National Lacrosse 
League.

“I played lacrosse in Owen Sound, as did my 
family… I grew up with it.” Adam said. He 
continued playing the game as he worked on 
his Master of Education at Canisius College in 
Buffalo, New York.

“I hope to build a team in Owen Sound and 
get our students involved in extra-curricular 
lacrosse. I would also like to teach a lacrosse 
unit in the physical education program at St. 
Mary’s. After all, lacrosse is Canada’s national 
sport and I want to teach that fact to our 
students,” Adam said. It is also the toughest 
sport, after football and rugby. “In lacrosse, 
we’re allowed to hit players with our stick.”

He also has praise for St. Mary’s. “As a 
student, what I learned from my teachers, 
and outside of class as well, has helped in 
my academic and athletic careers. I try to 
influence my students as I was so positively 
influenced at SMHS.”

With National Lacrosse League (NLL) teams 
across the United States and Canada, and his 
home team located in Denver, weekends are 
spent travelling. “There’s no down time,” he 
said. “I have to make sacrifices if I’m going to 
play the game.”

Adam has an impressive record since ‘going 
pro’ four years ago. Last summer he won 
the gold medal with Team Canada in the 
2014 Federation of International Lacrosse 
(FIL) World Lacrosse Championships; he was 
named NLL second-team All-Pro in 2014 
despite missing five games due to injury; he 
recorded the 100th goal of his career in the 
regular season final in April in Philadelphia; 
and was named tournament MVP and Top 
Midfielder in 2008 playing for Team Canada.

For more information on Adam’s lacrosse 
career, follow the link: http://www.
coloradomammoth.com/roster/adam-jones/

Adam Jones Alysha Stroud

Students win poster contest

Three students in Deb Legace’s grade 7 and 8 class at Holy Family School in Hanover 
won the Knights of Columbus substance abuse poster contest.  Makenzie Ermel and 
Molly Schefter won at the local and district levels and their posters are going to the 
regional level.  Carina Caughy won at the local level.  In the photo are Jim Oehring, 
Grand Knight of district council (Walkerton); Carina; Molly; Makenzie; Gary Fedy, 
Grand Knight from Holy Family Church.

Fr. Jim, centre, joins students in karaoke night.
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At Port Elgin’s St. Joseph’s School, five parent volunteers work with senior kindergarten to 
grade 3 students on phonological awareness. The program, which started two years ago, 
helps students learn how words are put together through sound blends.

In the photo, parent volunteer Cynthia Isber works with Cameron Besito.

Chepstow’s annual Doug Kelly Memorial Big Buck Night donated $1000.00 to Mary Immaculate 
School’s breakfast program. Big Buck Night is held every year in December at the Chepstow 
Lions Park. Some 500 hunters, land owners, neighbours and the community at large join 
together, sharing stories while giving back to the community.

For more information on this event, please see sidebar below.

Big Buck Night
In July 2004, Chepstow area resident Doug Kelly passed away from colon cancer. An 
avid hunter from a family of equally avid hunters, his twin brother Dan decided the 
best way to honour Doug’s memory would be an annual hunting competition, with all 
proceeds to be donated to local charities.

On Big Buck Night, hunters bring in their deer antlers (racks) for judging. Over the years 
the event has grown and now features, in addition to the prizes for the top scoring 
racks, door prizes; silent and live auctions; stories from hunters; a cash bar; and hot 
food, all thanks to the Chepstow Lions Club, which also uses its proceeds to benefit the 
local community.

– From the event’s website: www.bigbucknight.ca

St. Mary’s High 
School Principal 
is one of Canada’s 
Outstanding 
Principals
Murray Kuntz, Principal of St. Mary’s 
High School (SMHS) in Owen Sound, 
has been chosen as one of Canada’s 
Outstanding Principals for 2015. He 
is one of 40 principals across the 
country who “demonstrate innovation, 
have an entrepreneurial spirit and 
are creative in finding solutions and 
opportunities,” according to the 
program’s sponsor, The Learning 
Partnership. He will join the ranks of 
the National Academy of Canada’s 
Outstanding Principals which has 350 
members. There are currently some 
13,000 public school principals in 
Canada.

“We congratulate Murray on this 
honour,” said Catherine Montreuil, 
Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB Director 
of Education, “which recognizes 
his ability to consult, communicate 
and work collaboratively with his 
staff, school council, pastor, parents, 
students and community partners. 
He recognizes the importance of 
the student voice in all decisions 
pertaining to them, and constantly 
solicits their advice and suggestions.”

When EQAO results in applied 
mathematics were identified as 
a concern province-wide, Murray 
and his team rose to the challenge 
by adopting a school improvement 
plan which included increased 
collaboration between the grade 
8 schools and the grade 9 and 10 
teachers at SMHS, data analysis 
to inform instructional strategies, 
student interest inventories, and the 
use of math manipulatives and iPads 
as supports to consolidated learning. 
Best practices and successful 
strategies were studied weekly to 
ensure positive results.

“Through these efforts,” said Catherine, 
“EQAO results in applied mathematics 
at SMHS soared to 73 per cent, 26 
per cent above the provincial average.”

As part of the program, each winner 
attends an intensive week-long 
executive leadership program at the 
University of Toronto’s Rotman School 
of Management, and is recognized at 
an awards gala with over 500 guests 
from schools, school boards, business 
and government.

Chepstow memorial event helps school 
breakfast program

Parents help with phonological awareness

In photo, left to right, Kris Graf, parent volunteer; Alma Ernewein, Breakfast Club 
coordinator; Jacob Muir; Gabriel Bonham; Linda Folmer, Big Buck Night committee 
member; Victoria LeBlanc; Emily Plakholm; Lacey Campbell, school secretary; and Marcia 
Folmer, parent volunteer.

As I write this Director’s message, 
I have recently announced my 
secondment to serve as the Assistant 
Deputy Minister at the Ontario 
Ministry of Education, effective  
July 1st.

It has been a joy and a privilege to 
serve as Superintendent and Director 
for the Bruce-Grey Catholic District 
School Board. I want to thank the 
Board of Trustees for their tireless 
dedication to promote, proclaim 
and protect Catholic education. 
Because of your faith, support and 
commitment to the gift that Catholic 
education is for our communities, we 
have been able to achieve impressive 
academic growth, innovations in 
technology and a stable and focused 
budget for the system.

I would be remiss if I did not 
recognize the Senior Administrative 
staff. They have been valued 
colleagues who face each problem 
as the next solution in waiting. They 
do monumental tasks with faith, 
hope, humour and professionalism. 
They are a proud testament to 
Catholic leadership.

The Bruce-Grey Catholic District 
School Board is known as ‘the little 
Board that can’ whether it be in the 
area of Faith, academics or student 
well-being. This reputation has been 
earned over time by the staff at every 
school and the Catholic Education 
Centre who have been effectively 
led by a group of some of the most 
awesome managers and principals I 
have had the pleasure to know. Our 
principals truly are the heroes in our 
system.

Our communities have been eager 
to join with us to provide supports to 
our schools and families. We have 
enjoyed relationships with our Priests 
and Catholic partners and our mental 
health and community partners who 
have together helped us serve our 
students in body, mind and spirit.

I will take with me the gifts lived 
each day through our Virtues, 
achievements and most importantly, 
the many relationships I have 
enjoyed throughout my time here. 
Working with the Bruce-Grey 
community has given me the ability 
to accept this opportunity to serve 
at the provincial level, knowing that 
our students are in the hands of a 
Catholic community of deep caring.

Catherine Montreuil 
Director of Education

http://www.bigbucknight.ca
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Owen Sound 
school raises 
money for 
African school
The Notre Dame School community in Owen 
Sound has raised $10,000 to help build a 
school in Kenya, thanks to the tireless efforts 
of the school’s Leadership Group. The group 
of 20 to 25 students was inspired to take 
action following the Me to We day in Waterloo 
in 2013.

The students organized a number of 
fundrasing projects including bottle drives, 
coin drives at Zehrs, selling Rafiki bracelets, 
bake sales, selling “bricks” for the school, 
asking parents to donate instead of giving 
staff Christmas gifts, holding a haunted house 
and snack and freezie sales at various school 
and family events.

“We have a dedicated group of students who 
have given up countless hours of recesses 
and weekends in order to achieve this 
goal,” said Jennifer Ferguson, a teacher and 
one of the group’s coordinators. The other 
coordinator is Marlene Deschenes.

The Leadership Group is expecting to present 
the cheque in late March to a Me to We 
representative who will visit the school to talk 
about the organization and to plan some next 
steps.

Catholic Education Week

Theology on Tap
The Board’s spring Theology on Tap 
event is scheduled for April 16 at the 
Queen’s Bar and Grill in Port Elgin. The 
event gets under way at 6 p.m. and 
features a talk by Bruce Rodrigues, 
former Director of Education with the 
Toronto Catholic District School Board, 
and currently CEO of the Education 
Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO). 
Music will be provided by Owen Sound 
singer and songwriter Rob Elder.

Cathy Kelly at the Board Office is taking 
reservations at cathy_kelly@bgcdsb.org.  
Admission is free.

French as a 
second language
The vision for French as a Second 
Language (FSL) in Ontario is that 

“students will communicate and 
interact with growing confidence 
in French, one of Canada’s official 
languages, while developing the 
language, skills, and perspectives they 
need to participate fully as citizens in 
Canada and the world.”

In Bruce-Grey Catholic schools, all 
students study French beginning in 
junior kindergarten, either in the Core 
French program or in one of the six 
French Immersion schools.

There has been a shift in both practice 
and belief in FSL. The focus is on the 
ability to communicate effectively in a 
second language, and that all students 
are candidates for French Immersion. 
Parents now have access to supports 
such as Canadian Parents for French 
and homework support tools. In 
addition, Bruce-Grey Catholic students 
will be bringing home a pamphlet for 
parents called “Supporting Your Child’s 
Success in French Immersion”.

A year after the province released 
its ten year plan for FSL from 
kindergarten to grade 12, Bruce-Grey 
Catholic schools are on their way to 
achieving their goals based on those 
of the province:

1. To increase student confidence, 
proficiency, and achievement in FSL.

2. To increase the percentage 
of students studying FSL until 
graduation.

3. To increase student, educator, 
parent and community engagement 
in FSL.

“As a group of FSL educators,” said 
Francine Pilon, Bruce-Grey Catholic’s 
Superintendent of Education, “we 
are thrilled to be implementing the 
revised curriculum for FSL released in 
2013, and incorporating the Common 
European Framework of Reference 
(CEFR), as a vital tool to help us on 
our journey of improving confidence, 
proficiency and achievement in FSL.”

The CEFR is a tool that provides 
a universal framework for 
language learning. With a focus on 
communication for meaning, students 
are building their confidence and 
proficiency in FSL.

“Educators are creating CEFR 
inspired classrooms and planning 
action oriented tasks,” Francine 
continued, “where the focus is on oral 
communication among peers and 
with the teacher, and also a place 
where risk taking is encouraged and 
celebrated.”

May 3 marks the beginning of Catholic 
Education Week (CEW) at the Bruce-Grey 
Catholic District School Board. A number 
of school and community events have 
been planned, all under this year’s theme 
of “Exploring Paths of Joy” which is a 
continuation of the Board’s Faith Formation 
theme, “Gather and Awaken the Joy”.

In addition, each of the five days of CEW 
has it’s own sub-theme:

Day 1 Walking together and sharing our 
story

Day 2 Opening the scriptures

Day 3 Welcoming others to the table

Day 4 Recognizing Jesus in the breaking 
of the bread

Day 5 Proclaiming the Good News

Highlights of the week include:

The annual Applause Breakfast kicks off 
the week on Monday, May 4 at Klages Mill 
in Chesley, when the Board recognizes the 
special achievements of its students… 
and their parents.

The Board’s tenth annual Catholic 
Education Week Dinner will be held on May 
5. Guest speaker will be Bishop Douglas 
Crosby of the Hamilton Diocese.

Students at St. Mary’s and Sacred Heart 
High Schools will join their fellow students 
across Ontario to celebrate a province-
wide Mass on May 7.

Parents are invited to visit their schools 
and to participate in any of the special 
activities during this week of celebration.

Visit the Board’s website – www.bgcdsb.org 
– for more information.

Professional learning
This year, kindergarten educator teams, 
support staff and administrators are 
participating in professional learning teams. 
These sessions support the Board’s math 
focus on further developing student skills and 
competencies in thinking, problem solving and 
communicating in the number sense strand.

Other components of the professional 
learning sessions include “Handle with Care”, 
a mental health program for caregivers of 
young children, and Ministry of Education 
connections to inquiry-based learning in full-
day kindergarten.

Leadership group organized numerous fundraising activities, including face painting.
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St. Anthony’s student designs winning 
envelope for local hospital fundraiser

Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB Director accepts 
provincial education post
Catherine Montreuil, Director of Education of the Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board has 
been appointed Assistant Deputy Minister of Education, Learning and Curriculum Division for 
the province of Ontario. The appointment is effective July 1.

“During the eight years that Cathy has served our Board, she has been instrumental in 
moving our schools forward in respect to literacy, numeracy and technology,” said Beverley 
Eckensweiler, Board Chair. “Cathy’s strong leadership skills and strategic thinking are 
underscored by her passion for Catholic education. She is, and will continue to be, an 
outstanding leader in education.

“It is with mixed feelings that we announce her departure,” she continued. “We know she will 
make a positive contribution to the Ministry of Education and the children across the province.

“We wish her all the best in her new role.”

“I would like to congratulate and welcome Catherine Montreuil to her new role at the Ministry 
of Education,” said Liz Sandals, Minister of Education. “She is a well-respected Director of 
Education with many years of experience in the education sector. I look forward to working with 
Catherine on our executive team at the Ministry.”

St. Mary’s High 
School athlete 
gets hockey 
scholarship
Tory Harshman, a student at 
Owen Sound’s St. Mary’s High 
School has received a full-ride 
scholarship to play hockey and 
study sports psychology at Robert 
Morris University in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, starting in September.

Tory started playing hockey when 
she was eight years old. More 
recently, she played in Owen Sound, 
Saugeen Maitland, Orangeville, 
Barrie and currently plays for the 
Etobicoke Junior Dolphins. She 
has also played for her school’s St. 
Mary’s Mustangs.

During her four year program at 
Robert Morris, Tory will play for the 
Colonials Women’s Hockey team in 
the NCAA’s Division 1.

After completion of her university 
studies, she hopes to become a 
police officer.

For the past several years, Alison 
Greenley’s grade 3/4 class at 
Kincardine’s St. Anthony’s School 
has worked with the Kincardine and 
Community Health Care Foundation in its 
fundraising activities.

For the last three years, Alison and her 
class have designed the envelope for the 
Hospital’s Christmas Ornament campaign. 
The campaign asks Kincardine and area 
residents to purchase an ornament that 
will be placed on the Christmas tree in 
the hospital’s front lobby.

The students were asked to think of all 
the things used in hospitals and made a 
list of the tools, equipment, supplies and 
jobs in the hospital. After researching 
many of the items, the students created 
a collage of images to “inspire their 
artistic creations,” said Alison.

Every day the students submitted 
their creations to their teacher. Most 
submitted two or three for a total of 
some 50 envelope designs.

Students voted for the best design for 
the Christmas 2014 campaign, which 
was created by grade 4 student Laura 
McTiernan. “The students said Laura’s 
envelope was bold and colourful and 
really showed what the Kincardine 
Hospital is all about,” said Alison. She 
also points out that Laura’s design was 
also selected as the winner in the 2013 
campaign.

“The 2012 campaign was a huge 
success,” said Diane Baldwin, Coordinator 
of the Kincardine and Community 
Health Care foundation. “We made over 
$40,000, up from $24,000. Alison invited 
us to the class for the big reveal last year 
and she did an amazing job. We were so 
impressed.”

This past Christmas, “Alison and her class 
surpassed last year and the presentation 
was fantastic,” said Diane. “Alison 
involves her whole class and makes 
them feel very special, even though their 
envelope is not chosen. She gives 110 
per cent.”

Campaign letter written by Alison and her students.

Laura McTiernan’s winning envelopes for 2013 (above) and 2014 (below).

Catherine interacts with students at St. Anthony’s School in Kincardine.

You can donate on-line to your local 
Catholic school or Board.  Go to the 
Board’s website www.bgcdsb.org  
and go to “For Community” then 
“Charitable Trust Donations” for 
complete information.

http://www.bgcdsb.org
http://www.bgcdsb.org

